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Climate by Region
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Historical timeline

700 BCE
Early cultures form
in Nigeria

1100-1300
More advanced
cultures develop 
in the Yoruba area 
& in the north

1861
Britian seizes 
Lagos

1963
Nigeria 
becomes
a republic

1970
Secessionists
capitulate, 
civil war ends

1979
Nation makes
a peaceful return
to civilian 
government

1983
Return to military 
rule with a 
bloodless coup
led by Gen. Buhari

1993
Gen. Abacha
seizes power

1998
Abacha dies
of a heart attack

1999
Obasanjo is
elected president,
leading a civilian 
government

2000
Imposition of strict
Islamic law leads to
clashes, claiming
hundreds of lives

2004
Christian militia
members massacre
630 Muslims at Yelwa

2010
Vice Pres. Goodluck
Jonathan becomes
president when his
predecessor dies

2013
Boko Haram gains
control of a large
area in the Northeast

2014
Boko Haram kidnaps
thousands of Nigerans
and foreigners, including 
276 girls from a school

1400-1500
Portuguese and 
British slavers 
reach Nigeria

1960
Nigeria 
becomes
independent

1967
Eastern region 
sparks civil war 
and proclaims itself 
Republic of Biafra

2011
Jonathan, a Southern 
Christian, wins 
re-election over Buhari, 
a Northern Muslim

2015
Vowing tougher action
against Boko Haram,
Buhari defeats Jonathan
in the presidential election

2009
Boko Haram, a radical
Islamic group seeking
an Islamic state 
begins terrorist attacks
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Continent Map

A data visualization of Nigeria.
by Darren Lee


